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Compost 

In medieval times it was vital to manure fields to maintain their fertility, especially where 
soils were light and ‘hungry’. Sometimes livestock, particularly sheep, were folded onto 
fields. This involved penning them overnight in temporary folds made of hurdles, so that 
their muck fell onto the ground and was trodden in by the animals. Where fields were near 
farms, muck from yards and cattle sheds was carted and spread on the fields. Muck heaps 
consisting of farmyard manure and human and domestic waste were sometimes sited on 
roads or by the edge of fields. Some fields were named for their muck-heaps. The soil of 
Compass/Campus Field is light and gravelly and would have needed enrichment.  
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